
thinking about speech contests
Information about all the events in this year’s contest cycle is posted on the club website along with 
the main points from an essay about competing from Past International President Dilip Abay-
asekara. A summary?

• You accelerate your growth as a speaker
• You obtain a realistic appraisal of your skills
• You discover the power of the spoken word
• You learn lessons that apply to every phase of your life
•

You’ll also find a link to the Toastmasters International YouTube site,  where there’s a two-part in-
troduction to the speech contest and excerpts from last year’s final round. 

commenting on the web site
Don’t be shy. We love to hear from you. You can ask questions, add your own thoughts, react to the 
content that’s already been shared, or tell us what you think is missing. Just tap on the screen where 
you see Leave a Comment. (and don’t forget you can take advantage of the web site to share your 
presentation materials.)

google+
I’m exploring the possibilities of Google+ so I’ve set up a private community for the club to en-
courage conversation and interaction. There are some nice features, especially in event scheduling 
and hangouts (maybe you heard about the hangout Vice President Biden just held on Google+). 
You’ll need to be a member of Google+, but if you’re curious or you have something to say, ask for 
an invitation.

rebelmouse
Honestly. This site is so new it’s still in beta. It’s attractive and innovative, and it lets me both com-
bine content I’ve shared in other places—Wordpress, Tumblr, Twitter, and Google+—and share in-
teresting things I’ve seen. I’m concentrating on Toastmasters and communications and I’m think-
ing about adding leadership, too. Take a look  and please let me know what you think. 

a challenge
Twitter released Vine this week to allow users to post video to their Twitter streams. Anybody got 
an idea how we can use a six-second video to create an effective message about the club?
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